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matter was not urgent, as it was not desired that the officers
should go to Turkey until peace had put an end to the
Balkan War. The Foreign Office had no objections.256
Long negotiations then began between the Turkish and
German military authorities, which finally resulted by
November in the signing of a definite contract for a German
Military Mission of some forty-two German officers, headed
by General Liman von Sanders.
Though it is commonly stated by Entente writers that
Germany instigated the Liman von Sanders Mission, there
is no indication of this in the German documents; in fact,
the weight of evidence is against it, and in favor of the view
that it was initiated by the Turks themselves for their
own salvation.257
More important, however, than the origin of the German
256 GP., XXXVIII, 195 f.
257 On Jan. 28, 1913, the Austrian Military Attache in Constantinople,
after hearing Wangenheim set forth "in his usual lively manner" Tur-
key's need of a general reorganization, reported to Conrad (III, 40): "As
I now learn from a sure Turkish source, this reorganization plan does
not originate with Baron Wangenheim, but with the former Turkish Am-
bassador in Paris, Munir Pasha.   The latter put his views down in a
memoir which he recommended to his friends and to Mahmud Shevket
Pasha."   Hilmi Pasha, the Turkish Ambassador in  Vienna, correcting
Dumaine's assertion to the contrary, assured Tschirschky that "the initia-
tive came exclusively from the Turkish side"  (G.P., XXXVIII, 228).
Djemal Pasha, who was Minister of Public Works in January, 1913, and
then became Military Governor of Constantinople in charge of the Army
Corps which he later handed over to General Liman, explains in detail
(Memories of a Turkish Statesman, 1913-1919, London, pp. 65-70), quoting
Mahmud Shevket, how the German Military Mission originated with the
latter's determination to strengthen the Turkish army by reorganizing it
along the lines which German instructors for thirty years had been trying
to introduce.   His statements on this point deserve all the more credi-
bility as they coincide very closely with Mahmud Shevket's expression of
views to Wangenheim at the time, as now revealed in the German docu-
ments (especially G.P., XXXVIII, 198 ff.).   Against this unanimous Turk-
ish evidence is only the casual remark of General Liman himself (Funf
Jahre Tiirkei, pp. 12, 25) that the Mission was due to Wangenheim's initia-
tive; but General Liman knew nothing of the whole matter until several
months after it had been first broached; he may have gotten this em>
ueous idea from Wangenheim's zeal in furthering the Mission, or from
the German Ambassador's tendency to magnify his own importance*